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General Guidelines for Alumni Volunteers

DO:
· Be friendly, attentive, and, when meeting prospects face-to-face, smile.  The best thing you can do is convey your pride and enthusiasm for Illinois with those to whom you speak.  They are more apt to remember an impression of Illinois than the details you discuss.

· Enjoy the fact that you are sharing your alma mater with prospective students and their families.  However, try not to spend too much time talking about “old times on campus.”  Stress your feelings about the University and the preparation it provided you for life now  (both professionally and personally).

· Realize that Illinois is not for everyone.

· Realize the way you represent yourself is the way you are representing Illinois. You are the University of Illinois in the eyes of the students and their families.

· Know the basics (refer to contacts for what you don’t know)

· Make sure that if you say you will get back with someone that you do.

· Dress professionally (or in accordance with the community) when representing Illinois at receptions. Shirt and tie for men, dress/skirt/suit for women.

DON’T:

· Don’t say negative things about other institutions.  Discuss Illinois’ strengths, not other schools’ perceived weaknesses.  Encourage the student to learn about other schools and draw his/her own conclusion.

· Don’t guarantee admission (if student is not already admitted) financial aid or scholarships.

· Don’t be afraid to say you don’t know the answer to a question.

· Note that this is not the appropriate time to stress your “partying days” on campus or make political statements (professors too liberal/too conservative, administration too soft, tuition is out of control, views on the Chief, etc.)  This is an extremely exciting time for these students, so let’s remain focused on the positive and get these students fired up about attending our University.

Ethical Guidelines

The University of Illinois is a committed to the Statement of Principle of Good Practice.  

“High schools, colleges, universities, other intuitions and organizations, and individuals dedicated to the promotion of formal education believe in the dignity, the worth, and the potentialities of every human being. They cooperate in the development of programs and services in postsecondary counseling, admission, and financial aid to eliminate bias related to ethnicity, creed, gender, sexual orientation, age, political affiliation, national origin, and disabling conditions. Believing that institutions of learning are only as strong ultimately as their human resources, they look upon counseling individual students about their educational plans as a fundamental aspect of their responsibilities.”

Recruitment Ethical Standards:  Athletics

The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) prohibits contact with potential student-athletes for the purpose of athletic recruitment by anyone except approved Intercollegiate Athletics personnel. We can only provide contact information for the Intercollegiate Athletic Office and/or the coach, http://fightingillini.cstv.com/.

You are permitted to, and indeed encouraged to, provide the same type of recruitment services to a prospective student athlete that you would any prospective student, e.g., discussing academics, campus life, and admissions criteria.  In doing so you must not extend to this special population additional services beyond what you provide the general prospective student.

Intercollegiate (NCAA) Division I Sports at Illinois:

Men’s





Women’s

Baseball




Basketball

Basketball




Cheerleading

Cheerleading




Cross Country

Cross Country




Golf

Football




Gymnastics

Golf 





Soccer

Gymnastics




Softball

Tennis





Swimming

Track and Field



Tennis

Wrestling




Track and Field

Volleyball

Alumni Activities:  College Fairs

College fairs are sponsored by local high schools or organizations for the purpose of exposing area high school students to higher education opportunities.  Most fairs are set up with rows of tables.  Each table is assigned to a college or university being represented at the fair.  Alumni will serve as the University of Illinois representative at the fair.

Before the program:

Review the alumni volunteer training material, materials to be distributed at the fair, and time permitting, Illinois’ Web sites at http://www.uiuc.edu/.

A few links to become familiar with are:

http://www.uiaa.org/urbana/ (Alumni Association)

http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/future/index.html (undergraduate admissions)

http://www.housing.uiuc.edu/ (University Housing)

http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/future/freshmen/tuition.html (tuition and fees)

http://www.osfa.uiuc.edu/ (Office of Financial Aid)

Become familiar with recruitment materials sent to you for the fair.  The box should include:

Contact brochures – This is our general university information piece we give out to students at college fairs.  It lists majors, admissions requirements, cost, and information to answer other frequently asked questions.

Contact Cards – Encourage students to fill out the contact card (at the end of the contact brochure) so they can receive regular communication from the University.  We would rather have the student fill out the card and give it to you, then to mail it in later.  You can also encourage students to go online and complete an information request there.

Pens – for students to fill out contact cards.

Viewbooks – There is one copy for your reference and a couple of copies to hand out to high school counselors if they stop by the table.

Table drape – to cover your table along with some block ‘I’s’ to place on the table.  
Review the fair invitation.  Get good driving directions and be sure you know where to park for the program.  Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes in advance.  Dress professionally.

During the program:

When you arrive, there will be a check-in table for college representatives.  You will need to check in, locate the University of Illinois table location and set up before students and parents arrive.  Many college fairs will have a hospitality room for representatives that provide light refreshments and beverages.

Most programs are held in a large open area such as a gymnasium or cafeteria and have tables set up in rows.  Since tables are pre-assigned, sometimes we will have a great location and other times we won’t.  Many times we will be in alphabetical order. 

Be careful not to use acronyms or assume students know where we are located, what majors we offer, or how large the campus is.

After the program :

Make any notes about a particular student (helpful information about the student, special request for information, or a campus contact, etc.) directly on the student’s contact card.  This will help with follow-up activities. 

Do not remove any University of Illinois signs provided by the host organization.

Mail back the contact cards as soon as possible after the college fair. 

Frequently Asked Questions

When do I apply for admission?

The application filing period for freshmen for Fall 2007 admission was September 1, 2006 through January 2, 2007.  The priority filing date was November 15th.  We anticipate this being the same for Fall 2008.

Once I submit my application, how soon will I be notified?

Applicants who applied by the priority date of November 15th were notified on December 15th that they were admitted, denied, or deferred.  For those that were deferred we had to wait and review them with the rest of the applications due by January 2nd.  They heard the final decision by March 1st. Admission committees review each application individually within the context of other applications to the same college and curriculum. 

What are your admission requirements?

We evaluate students based upon a combination of coursework, test scores, class rank, and the statements on their application. The middle 50 percent of 2006 applicants had ACT scores of 27-31, SAT scores of 1200-1400, and class ranks of top 4-17 percent. Requirements vary with each college and curriculum and are listed on our website.  We are still collecting data on 2007 but these numbers probably increased.  Also, certain programs such as Business, Engineering, Architecture, certain sciences, etc. are even more competitive that the university average. 

Do you consider the competitiveness of my high school?

Students who have had the advantage of attending an academically competitive high school are often better prepared for the national exams such as ACT or SAT. This is why we use coursework, test scores, class rank and a personal statement in the application process. The combination of such criteria allows us to view the complete package for each student.

What percentage of undergraduates is from out-of-state?

Approximately 11 percent of our undergraduates are nonresidents. Out-of-state students are evaluated against the same criteria used for in-state students.

Does the university give credit for Advanced Placement (AP) or the International Baccalaureate diploma?  

A student must take the Advanced Placement Exam and receive the required score (usually a 4 or 5).  The University also accepts IB level courses of 6 or above.  For more information http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/future/belong/placement.html
Does the University offer Honors programs?

The University offers the Chancellor’s Scholars Program and the James Scholars Program.  The Chancellor's Scholars Program (otherwise called campus honors program - CHP) was designed to foster close, collaborative relationships between academically talented undergraduate students and distinguished faculty members through small classes and faculty mentoring. The program admits 125 freshmen each year based on academic performance and leadership and involvement.

The James Scholar Honors Program was established to recognize and encourage the talents of academically outstanding undergraduate students. Each college has a James Scholar Program, a college-level undergraduate honors program.  Selection criteria vary by college but on average roughly the top 10% of admitted students for each college are offered admittance to the James Scholar Program.   You can go to http://www.honors.uiuc.edu/  for more information.

How are students considered for Honors programs or scholarships?

The application for admissions is also the application for Honors programs and most merit based scholarships.  Students who are selected to receive a scholarship or participate in an honors program will be notified beginning in late March.

What types of options are available for study abroad?

University of Illinois students can take advantage of study abroad opportunities in countries around the world in South American, Africa, Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and Australia.  Programs are offered in the country’s native language and English.  We have over 150 programs available in over 50 different countries.  For more information go to https://www.studyabroad.uiuc.edu/
What is the total cost?

Tuition for the 2006-2007 schools year was $9,996 for Illinois residents and $24,052 for nonresidents.   Students in some programs pay an additional differential fee which varies between $500 - $3500 a year (see web site for a complete list). Room and board costs vary, but average $7,716.

Illinois offers a guaranteed tuition program.  The base tuition you pay your freshmen year is guaranteed through four years that you attend the University.  Please stress this point if people seem concerned about tuition.

I am concerned about campus safety, how does the University address this issue?

UI takes the safety of its students, faculty and staff very seriously and there are a number of ways to remain safe on campus.  The University has a full-time police force that patrols the campus 24 hours a day via foot, bike and squad car.  The Mass Transit District (MTD) is a full service community-wide bus service that transports students safely to nearly every corner of the campus.  Outside of normal operating hours, MTD offers Safe Rides, a program that will deliver students to any point on campus.

All the safety precautions the University employs are secondary to students simply using common sense.  Never walk alone after dark.  Use only well-lit sidewalks.  Lock your car, dorm room or apartment.  Use common sense, and you should enjoy a college experience free of crime.

What types of financial aid are available?

At the University of Illinois financial aid in the form of merit based scholarships, loans, grants, and prepaid tuition programs. The free application for Federal Student Aid is available online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ and should be completed by March 15.  Students who apply for financial aid will begin receiving their financial aid award letters in late March.  Various merit based scholarships are also available.  More information can be found at http://www.osfa.uiuc.edu/.

What types of housing is available?

Students can choose either University Housing or private certified housing options.  Typically about 75% of our students choose to live in one of 22 university residence halls.  For more information one housing options visit http://www.housing.uiuc.edu/ or http://www.certified.housing.uiuc.edu .  Also, please stress that since freshmen are required to live on campus their housing is guaranteed so space is not an issue!

Be aware that many different living opportunities exist on campus, and students should pick one that bests suits their needs.  Options may include, but are not limited to, substance free housing, single sex or co educational housing, traditional resident hall or suite floor plans exist.  

Can students bring their car to campus?

All students can bring cars to campus.  It is important to realize that there are limited parking spaces available and freshmen can typically park in a lot south of the main campus.  Most students will take a bus to get to their car!  Driving to classes is rare to due limited spaces near academic buildings.

When do students attend orientation?

When students accept their admission to the university, they request their orientation date.  Orientation programs are one-day programs that begin in June and end in mid-July.  

Do you have a Parent’s Club?

There is a Mom’s and Dad’s Association affiliated with the University of Illinois.  This program is run through the Office of the Dean of Students.  They plan events during the Dad’s Weekend and within communities throughout the state of Illinois.  For more information or to learn about a county parent representative near you please contact http://www.uofiparentprograms.uiuc.edu/.

What extracurricular activities exist?

The University of Illinois hosts more than 1100 registered student organizations (RSO’s).  Clubs for all interests exist to enrich student life outside the classroom.  Academic, professional, social, athletic, performing arts, ethnic, political and religious clubs are ready and waiting to welcome you.  Be sure to visit Quad Day the day before classes start in the fall.  It is the best way to sample the many ways to get involved.  You may have a look at the RSO’s at http://www.uiuc.edu/regorgs/.

How is Greek life at the University?

The UI boasts one of the largest Greek systems of any college or university in the US.  Fraternities (for men) and sororities (for women) are as diverse as the students who comprise their membership.  If you are interested in a Greek experience, you will most likely find a house that best fits your personality.  Greeks engage in their largest recruitment period (rush) early in the fall semester and a smaller period at the start of the spring semester.  However, only about 24% of our students participate in Greek organizations so it is not a requirement for an active life on campus. 

I am afraid the campus is too big for me.  How will I fit in?

Though the University is a large, comprehensive public research institution, there are many ways to avoid feeling overwhelmed.  As previously mentioned, the RSO’s are a great way to meet other students and make friends.  Also, you will quickly begin to build relationships with professors, graduate assistants and fellow students in your college, major and residence hall.  Before you know it, you’ll be seeing the same faces time and again.  You may even begin thinking to yourself, “Man, this campus is a lot smaller than I thought.”

I keep hearing about the Chief issue on campus.  What gives?
Chief Illiniwek, the symbol of University athletics, in recent years, has come under attack.  Unfortunately the two sides are deeply divided.  In short, those who wish to retain the Chief see him as a time-honored symbol paying tribute to Native Americans while inspiring student and alumni alike.  Those who wish to retire the Chief see the symbol as a racist mascot who stereotypes Native Americans and creates an unwelcoming atmosphere on campus.  Though the two sides debate often, the ultimate decision to retain or retire Chief Illiniwek rests in the hands of the University governing body, the Board of Trustees.  
(Update, the Chief was retired in late February, 2007 but the debate is still going strong.)

Visitation Programs

Daily Campus Visits

The Campus Visitors Center welcomes prospective undergraduate students with programs at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Monday through Friday (except some holidays). Each program includes admission and housing information and a campus tour.   Reservations are required for all programs and can be made online at http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/future/visit/index.html or by calling 217-333-0824.  From February 1 to April 30, one program is intended for admitted students (seniors in high school), and one is intended for prospective applicants (juniors in high school).  

Summer Visitor’s Program 

The Summer Visitor’s program is offered weekdays from mid-July – mid-August.  The program includes a university overview, admissions presentation, student panel, and campus tour including one of our residence halls. Appointments with faculty and staff from a student’s area of interest can also be arranged.  Contact the Visitor Center at 217-333-0824.

Orange and Blue Days

Orange and Blue Days are offered Fridays in October and November (as well as some Mondays).  This expanded visit program includes admissions information, sessions on financial aid and housing, a student panel, academic interest sessions and campus tours.  Students can visit http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/future/visit/index.html or contact the Visitor Center at 217-333-0824.

Important Contacts

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

901 West Illinois Street

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-0302

http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/
CAMPUS RECREATION

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

170 IMPE Building

201 East Peabody Dr.

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-3806

http://www.campusrec.uiuc.edu/index.html
CAMPUS VISITORS CENTER

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

107 Levis Faculty Center

919 West Illinois Street

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-0824

http://www.oar.uiuc.edu/future/visit/index.html
THE CAREER CENTER

The University if Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

715 S. Wright St.

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-0820

http://www.careercenter.uiuc.edu/
CERTIFIED HOUSING OFFICE

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

431 Clark Hall

1203 South Fourth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-1420

http://certified.housing.uiuc.edu
CHORAL OFFICE

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

4-410 Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

500 South Goodwin Avenue

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-3206

http://www.music.uiuc.edu/ensemblesChoir.php
DIVISION OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Bidlfeldt Athletic Administration Building

1700 South Fourth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-2240

http://fightingillini.cstv.com/
DIVISION OF REHABILITATION-EDUCATION SERVICES

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

1207 South Oak Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-4603 (V/TTY)

http://www.disability.uiuc.edu/
DIVISION OF UNIVERSITY BANDS OFFICE

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

140 Harding Band Building

1103 South Sixth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-3025

http://www.bands.uiuc.edu/
INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

258 Illini Union

1401 West Green Street

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-3308

http://www.illinigreeks.com/
JAZZ BANDS OFFICE, SCHOOL OF MUSIC

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

11 Smith Hall

805 South Mathews Street

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-9703

http://www.music.uiuc.edu/ensemblesJazz.php
MCKINLEY HEALTH CENTER

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

1109 South Lincoln Avenue

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-2702

http://www.mckinley.uiuc.edu./
NEW STUDENT PROGRAMS (ORIENTATION/PLACEMENT)

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

300 Student Services Building

610 East John Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-9571

http://www.odos.uiuc.edu/newstudent/
OFFICE OF MINORITY STUDENT AFFAIRS

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

130 Turner Student Services Building

610 East John Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-0054

http://www.omsa.uiuc.edu/
OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL AID

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Student Services Arcade Building

620 East John Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-0100

http://www.osfa.uiuc.edu/
ORCHESTRA OFFICE, SCHOOL OF MUSIC

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

2136 Music Building

1114 West Nevada Street

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-2620

http://www.music.uiuc.edu/ensemblesOrchestra.php
PANHELLENIC COUNCIL

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

256 Illini Union

1401 West Green Street

Urbana, IL 61801

217-333-3742

http://www.illiniphc.com/
UNIVERSITY HOUSING (UNIVERSITY RESIDENCE HALLS)

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

200 Clark Hall

1203 South Fourth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

217-333-7111

http://www.housing.uiuc.edu/
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